ISO               THE   BRITISH   COLONIAL   EMPIRE
Africa necessarily bulks largely in the story, since the
greater part of the Colonial Empire is contained in what
was once the Dark Continent, and therefore the explorers
and missionaries such as Livingstone, Stanley and Mungo
Park, the soldiers such as Gordon and Kitchener, and the
statesmen like Rhodes and Lugard, rank among the founders
of the Colonial Empire. In a wider realm. Captain Cook
may also be claimed, for apart from Australia, he added
many Pacific islands to the British flag, and lost his life
upon one of them.
One of our greatest Empire builders, Sir Stamford Raffles,
is the founder of British Malaya, and might have given us
another Empire in the East Indies, had we not refused the
responsibility. Raffles, who was only forty-five when he died
in 1826, was not only a great administrator but also a states-
man of far-reaching vision, with ideals as to the government
of native peoples well in advance of his time. Like many
other great Englishmen, he spent his early and strenuous
years in the service of the East India Company, who sent
him to Penang in Malaya in 1805. There he studied native
languages and customs, and in a region where Dutch and
British were then keen political and commercial rivals, he
built up and strengthened the British position. When the
East Indies came for a time under our control, he was made
Governor of Java, and there laid the foundations of what
might have been the British East Indies, and set a standard
of enlightened government to which the Dutch have since
acknowledged their indebtedness. The Home Government,
however, gave no encouragement to Raffies's great projects
and restored the islands to the Dutch.
Raffles thereafter filled other posts, but it was to his
prophetic vision of its future that we owe the foundation
of Singapore and of the Straits Settlements, upon which
has been built the prosperous Malaya of to-day. Like so